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The attorney general in my state of Min-
nesota warns that the bill would eliminate al-
cohol labels on candy products that provide
vital information to expectant mothers and nul-
lify thirty years of work by tribal communities
in Minnesota to create labeling standards for
wild rice, the state’s official grain.

The bill does include so-called flexibility pro-
visions, which allow states to petition the Food
and Drug Administration to restore current
safety regulations. But the process is expected
to be slow, expensive and uncertain, costing
states $400,000 per petition. The added fed-
eral costs for administering the process are an
estimated $100 million over five years. At a
time when government agencies at all levels
are struggling to cope with deep cuts in fed-
eral funding, these provisions create a frivo-
lous and burdensome bureaucracy that serves
only to restore state laws that already exist
today.

Proponents of this bill say fears over con-
sumer safety and local authority are unwar-
ranted and overblown. But despite introduction
in the past five Congresses, this legislation
has never had a full hearing where testimony
from experts could be heard and critical ques-
tions explored. This lack of transparency and
due diligence is unconscionable considering
the bil’'s potentially serious effects to public
health.

| proudly stand with consumers, family farm-
ers, physicians, environmentalists, state attor-
ney generals, state agriculture department offi-
cials and many other consumer advocates in
opposing the National Food Uniformity Act.

———

CONGRATULATING DESIRAE
MONTGOMERY

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2006

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate Desirae Mont-
gomery for her outstanding accomplishments
in the Missionette Program in New Castle, PA.

The Missionette Program is sponsored by
First Assembly of God in New Castle, PA. It
is a national program that is equivalent to the
Girl Scouts program, except the Missionette
Program emphasizes Biblical themes. Desirae
has achieved the highest award in the pro-
gram which includes 27 units with each unit
consisting of four lessons, a memory verse,
activities, and a project. They are required to
read the entire New Testament and nine
honor steps are to be completed which include
intense memorization, and this all concludes
with testing. This is not an easy achievement.

Desirae, a fifth grade student, will be hon-
ored May 7, 2006 at First Assembly of God for
her outstanding accomplishment.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Desirae Montgomery for her out-
standing accomplishments in the Missionette
Program. It is an honor to represent the
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania
and a pleasure to salute an outstanding citizen
such as Desirae.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
JACOB ANDREW “DOOLEY”’
WOMACK

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2006

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Jacob Andrew
“Dooley” Womack of Camden, AR who died
on February 16, 2006, at the age of 81.

Dooley was born in 1924 in Dallas County,
AR. Upon graduating from Princeton High
School, Dooley joined the Armed Services
where he served with the 448th Bomb Group
of the 8th Air Force during World War Il
Dooley began a long and distinguished polit-
ical career in 1950 at the age of 23 while he
was a student at Henderson State Teachers
College. As a Representative in the Arkansas
State House of Representatives, he rep-
resented Dallas and Ouachita Counties. Fol-
lowing his tenure in the Arkansas State
House, he served in the Arkansas State Sen-
ate for 12 years.

For more than a half century, Dooley owned
and operated Womack Brothers Realty.
Dooley was also involved in the First United
Methodist Church of Camden, and enjoyed
both hunting and fishing.

Camden, Ouachita County, and the State of
Arkansas have lost one of its most ardent sup-
porters. Dooley had a deep love for Camden
and South Arkansas, and dedicated a lifetime
working to make it a better place.

While Dooley may no longer be with us, his
spirit and legacy will live on forever in the lives
he touched. My deepest sympathies and
heartfelt condolences go out to his beloved
wife of 55 years, Amy; his three sons, Lance,
Tim, and Carey; his daughter, Anna; and his
grandchildren, Jacob, Wesley, Taylor, Joshua,
Erin, Leah, and Diana.

TRIBUTE TO CASPAR WEINBERGER
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2006

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, this week, America lost a statesman with
the death of former Defense Secretary Caspar
Weinberger on Tuesday in Bangor, Maine.

Secretary Weinberger was the architect of
President Ronald Reagan’s vision to establish
Peace Through Strength leading to victory in
the Cold War and liberation of millions of peo-
ple across Central Europe, Eastern Europe,
and Asia.

| am glad to join President Bush’s heartfelt
praise:

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT ON THE DEATH
OF CASPAR WEINBERGER

Caspar Weinberger was an American
statesman and a dedicated public servant. He
wore the uniform in World War II, held elect-
ed office, and served in the cabinets of three
Presidents. As Secretary of Defense for
President Reagan, he worked to strengthen
our military and win the Cold War. In all his
years, this good man made many contribu-
tions to our Nation. America is grateful for
Caspar Weinberger’s lifetime of service.
Laura and I send our condolences and pray-
ers to the entire Weinberger family.
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Another fitting tribute was in The Wash-
ington Times on March 29, 2006:

“Caspar Weinberger, who died yesterday,
was a lifelong Anglophile who embraced Win-
ston Churchill as ‘one of my great heroes’ for
forlornly warning in the 1930s that Europe
must re-arm against the German threat.
Throughout his distinguished seven years of
service as Ronald Reagan’s defense sec-
retary, Mr. Weinberger warned of ‘some rath-
er deadly parallels’ in the threat from the
Soviet Union.

While Britain and the rest of Europe effec-
tively ignored Churchill’s plaintive pleas,
helping to set the stage for World War II,
Americans responded to Mr. Reagan’s warn-
ings by electing him president. Mr. Wein-
berger, who earlier served in the Reagan gu-
bernatorial administration during the 1960s,
was promptly selected to be the architect of
the largest American peacetime military
build-up in history. That strategy cul-
minated in American victory in the nearly
five-decade-long Cold War.

Barely six weeks into Mr. Reagan’s first
presidential term, Mr. Weinberger delivered
to Congress the administration’s first de-
fense budget, which: resurrected the B-1
bomber; greatly expanded the procurement
of fighter aircraft for the Navy and Air
Force; virtually doubled the purchase of sea-
launched cruise missiles; significantly in-
creased the production of tanks and other
Army weapons systems; and reactivated
World War II battleships as a first step to-
ward building the fabled 600-ship Navy,
which would eventually feature 12 aircraft-
carrier battlegroups and dozens of the
world’s most powerful ballistic-missile-car-
rying submarines.

During Mr. Weinberger’s tenure, America
spent $1.7 trillion on national defense (or $3
trillion in today’s dollars). By any fair-mind-
ed calculation, it was a bargain. Less than a
month after Mr. Weinberger left the Pen-
tagon in November 1987, the world witnessed
the first fruits (many others would follow) of
his seven-year tenure. On Dec. 8, 1987, Mr.
Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
signed the Intermediate Nuclear Forces
(INF) Treaty, which required the destruction
of about 425 single-warhead intermediate-
range U.S. nuclear missiles based in Western
Europe and 650 triple-warhead intermediate-
range Soviet SS-20 nuclear missiles capable
of striking Europe and Asia. Following
steady Soviet deployment of SS-20s begin-
ning in the 1970s, NATO began installing the
U.S. missiles in Europe in late 1983. Self-
styled peace groups on both sides of the At-
lantic, including congressional Democrats
who preferred the Soviets’ self-serving nu-
clear-freeze offer, pilloried Mr. Weinberger
and Mr. Reagan for the missile deployment
in Europe. History has recorded who was
right.

Known as ‘‘Cap the Knife’’ during his budg-
et-cutting days in the Nixon administration,
Mr. Weinberger became ‘‘Cap the Saber’ in
1981, indispensably helping the president rat-
tle the nation to the cause of its defense.
When the Soviet Union imploded in 1991, it
did so with a very able assist from Caspar
Weinberger. Winston Churchill would have
been very proud.”

——————

IN HONOR OF MARTIN J. SWEENEY
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 30, 2006
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, STEPHANIE

TuBBS JONES, SHERROD BROWN, MARCY KAP-
TUR, TED STRICKLAND, TIM RYAN and | rise
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today in tribute and recognition of City of
Cleveland Council President Martin J.
Sweeney, as he is being honored by the Cuy-
ahoga County Democratic Party on March 26,
2006.

Councilman Sweeney was born and raised
in Cleveland. After graduating from St. Igna-
tius High School, he enrolled at Cleveland
State University, where he earned a Bach-
elor's degree in political science. A natural
athlete, Councilman Sweeney was a member
of the 1986 Cleveland State Basketball team
that reached the “Sweet 16” in that year’s
NCAA tournaments. He also graduated from
the Leadership Cleveland Class of 2004—an
organization that unites community leaders
from a myriad of fields and areas with a focus
on improving the overall quality of life through-
out the Cleveland community.

The residents of Ward 20 have entrusted
Councilman Sweeney with the direction and
well being of their neighborhood by voting him
as their representative for four consecutive
terms. Last December, Council Representa-
tives also reflected their unwavering faith in
his leadership by unanimously electing him as
President of Cleveland City Council. Council-
man Sweeney also serves the City as Chair of
the Finance Committee.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join us
in honor of Martin J. Sweeney, Ward 20
Cleveland Councilman and President of Cleve-
land City Council, as we join with the Cuya-
hoga County Democratic Party in recognition
of his dedicated service and contribution fo-
cused on the residents of Ward 20. Council-
man Sweeney’s steady leadership and focus
on uplifting the quality of life for his constitu-
ents serves to elevate the well being of our
entire community.

——

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
GEORGE BECKER

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of George Becker,
former International President of the United
Steelworkers of America, a former marine,
steelworker, and noble and fine worker for
labor who has helped to build a greater United
Steelworkers of America throughout his mem-
bership.

Mr. Becker was raised in Granite City, llli-
nois as a second-generation Steelworker.
Later he went to work at American City Steel
in the summer of 1944.

In 1965, he was named as a USWA staff
representative and came to the International
headquarters in 1975. In the Safety and
Health Department, he was instrumental in es-
tablishing some of the first national health
standards adopted by the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration for workers exposed
to lead, arsenic and other toxic substances.

Mr. Becker served as administrative assist-
ant to Lynn Williams, after Williams became
international secretary in 1977 and inter-
national president in 1983. Becker served two
terms as international vice president for ad-
ministration, having been elected to that posi-
tion in 1985 and re-elected in 1989.

As vice president, Becker chaired the United
Steelworkers of America’s Aluminum Industry
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Conference and guided the union’s collective
bargaining in the aluminum industry. He led
major corporate campaigns, including the
campaign against Ravenswood Aluminum
Corporation that achieved the significant firing
of 1,300 permanent scab replacement workers
and the return to work of 1,600 steelworkers
after a 20-month lockout.

In November 1993 he was elected United
Steelworker’s sixth international president and
reelected in November 1997. George Becker's
presidency was marked by many major
achievements. He restructured the union effi-
ciency and political strength. He led the suc-
cessful merger of the United Rubber Workers
into the USWA in July 1995. And in January
1997, he finalized the merger of the Alu-
minum, Brick and Glass Workers with the
United Steelworkers of America.

He also worked as a crane operator at Gen-
eral Steel Castings, and as an assembler at
Fisher Body. Becker became active in the
United Steelworkers of America as a member
of Local 4804 at Dow Chemical’s aluminum
rolling mill in Madison, lllinois. Working as an
inspector in the mill, he was elected succes-
sively as a local treasurer, vice president and
president.

Becker was a vocal advocate for the United
Steelworkers of America in Washington, testi-
fying before Congress and meeting with Con-
gressional leaders and members of the Ad-
ministration. On the world stage, he was an
executive committee member of the Inter-
national Metalworkers Federation and chair-
man of the world rubber council of the Inter-
national Federation of Chemical, Energy, Mine
and General Workers’ Unions.

This man is truly one to be honored and
emulated as a great president of the United
Steelworkers and a representative of labor
who worked tirelessly for workers everywhere.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of George Becker,
whose dedication and hard work in rep-
resenting workers everywhere has helped the
growth of the United Steelworkers of America.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO MOLLY
GOODMAN

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2006

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Molly Goodman as she and her fam-
ily commemorate the tenth anniversary of her
victory against ovarian cancer.

Mrs. Goodman, like so many women strick-
en with this disease, never suspected that her
abdominal and gastrointestinal pain concealed
a Stage 3 ovarian cancer diagnosis. The can-
cer, which had spread from Mrs. Goodman’s
ovaries to parts of her abdomen, was discov-
ered during a surgery to remove her gall blad-
der.

We can only imagine the worry that must
accompany such a diagnosis. The five-year
survival rate for Stage 1 ovarian cancer is ap-
proximately ninety percent. This figure drops,
drastically and devastatingly, to a fifteen to
twenty percent chance of survival once the
cancer has elevated to Stage 3. Mrs. Good-
man was fortunate not only to receive imme-
diate surgery and chemotherapy to treat the
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disease, but also to qualify for a limited pro-
tocol providing a second round of chemo-
therapy. No signs or symptoms of the cancer’s
reoccurrence have since appeared.

I commend Phil Goodman, Molly’s husband,
for using this ten-year milestone, one of joy
and reflection, to contribute to the National
Ovarian Cancer Coalition. By sharing Mrs.
Goodman’s story, the couple not only cele-
brates Mrs. Goodman’s survival, but also
raises awareness about the severity of ovarian
cancer.

We here in Washington need to do our part
to raise awareness about risk factors and
early warning signs for ovarian and other
gynecologic cancers. In this Congress and the
last, | introduced Johanna’s Law: The
Gynecologic Cancer Education and Aware-
ness Act, which would require the federal gov-
ernment to take action to increase early detec-
tion of gynecologic cancers and ensure that
other women never have to go through what
Molly Goodman did. Our bill currently has over
230 cosponsors, and we are doing everything
we can to make it law.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
recognizing Molly Goodman on this momen-
tous occasion and to share in her hope that
we continue to make progress in diagnosing
and defeating this terrible disease.

CONGRATULATING KAYLA BARBER
HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2006

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate Kayla Barber
for her outstanding accomplishments in the
Missionette Program in New Castle, Pennsyl-
vania.

The Missionette Program is sponsored by
First Assembly of God in New Castle, Penn-
sylvania. It is a national program that is equiv-
alent to the Girl Scout program, except the
Missionette Program emphasizes Biblical
themes. Kayla has achieved the highest award
in the program which includes twenty seven
units with each unit consisting of four lessons,
a memory verse, activities, and a project.
They are required to read the entire New Tes-
tament and nine honor steps are to be com-
pleted which include intense memorization,
and this all concludes with testing. This is not
an easy achievement.

Kayla, a 5th grade student, will be honored
May 7, 2006 at First Assembly of God for her
outstanding accomplishment.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Kayla Barber for her outstanding
accomplishments in the Missionette Program.
It is an honor to represent the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Pennsylvania and a
pleasure to salute such outstanding citizen
such as Kayla.

HONORING BARRY PURVIS
HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 2006

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Barry Purvis, who was named the 2006
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